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Today changing territories, altering production modes, and new
spatial questions require that architects redefine their roles. An
increasing number of contemporary architects question the existing
forms of design practice; they want to move away from more
conservative roles of architects as top-down planners and explore
other ways of doing.
The exposition and accompanying books together construct ‘a
theory of practice’, which provides new insights on how architects
practice today. This contribution for the Feria del Libro naturally takes
writingas a mode of addressing these questions, in a twofold manner.
On the one hand, it offers investigations of the role of the architect
through the writingof a lexicon, while on the other hand, it shows how
the readingof social-spatial practices can play a productive role in
architectural research and practice.
LEXICON THE ROLE OF THE ARCHITECT
With post-graduate students of architecture, we have aimed through ‘A Reasoned Lexicon’ to offer a theoretical horizon to understand how the role of
the architect is not an abstract theoretical construct, but part and parcel of
the logos and praxis of architects. The contribution includes an exposition
of 42 panels, in the form of diptychs which present image and text next to
one another. These diptychs re-write the role of the architect by addressing
different terms connected to contemporary architectural practice.
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READING THE COMMONS IN BOGOTÁ
In 2015-16, diploma students (Master of Architecture) of
TU Delft have been working on a project “Reading the
Commons” in Bogotá, as part of the larger investigation “Constructing the Commons,” overarching several
levels of the education provided by the Chair of Methods & Analysis, and accompanied by guest professors
Atelier Bow Wow.
In this project, the commons are understood:
1 as a series of concrete architectural and urban figures,
which can be found in the Western and Non-Western
city and represents an idea of commonality.
2 the rituals, pleasures and politics of co-operation
that articulate an architectural project. In this view, an
architectural project is not a single-authored venture,
but rather a complex and layered process that depends
upon multiple agencies that establish a commonality.
The students have studied the notion of the commons
in the light of the process of urban transformation of
Bogota during the period 1998 – 2001 as a starting point
and case study, operating at multiple levels. The spatial
transformation program led by former Mayor Enrique
Peñalosa has been analyzed at three levels. Students
have been confronted these strategies for articulating
the city at the level of the Urban Catalyst; at an infra-structural level; and have conducted research on the
finer grain of these commons, epitomized by the Administration’s ambition to govern based on the construction
of public spaces.
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The panels show:
a reading of the infrastructure of Bogota, particularly
the Autopista Norte, and a proposal to connect not only
transport infrastructure but also the structure of green
spaces and waterways (by Hannah Barth and Lucas
Schram)
the analysis of “common daily practices” on the streets
of the historical city centre, both in history and today (By
Yoana Yordanova and Valentina Bencic)
the analysis of the different ‘estratos’ as socio-economical layers of Bogota, and the role of people, objects,
spaces and built perimeter (Ben Mcghee, Milda Kulviciute, Jesper van der Toorn, Veronica Vecchi, Dore Blay)
analysis of the meeting point between different estratos,
and a series of design exercises to improve these places (Dilara Hos and Eve Hocheng)

Captions
3

Exhibition Panels
4

